NOTTINGHAM CITY COUNCIL
SCHOOLS FORUM

MINUTES of the meeting held at Loxley House, Station Street on 24 April 2018
from 1.45 pm - 2.22 pm

Membership

Present Absent

Judith Kemplay (Vice Chair) Sian Hampton (Chair)
Caroline Caille Maria Artingstoll

Sally Coulton David Blackley

David Holdsworth David Hooker

Janet Molyneux Andy Jenkins

Tracy Rees Debbie Simon

Terry Smith

David Stewart
James Strawbridge
Sheena Wheatley
Stephen McLaren

Colleagues, partners and others in attendance:

Alistair Conquer Head of Educational Curriculum and Enrichment

John Dexter - Director of Education

Julia Holmes - Senior Commercial Business Partner
Lucy Juby - Project Manager, School Organisation
Alison Michalska - Corporate Director for Children and Adults
Phil Wye - Governance Officer

23 CHAIR

In the absence of the Chair, Judith Kemplay chaired the meeting.

24  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Maria Artingstoll
Sian Hampton
David Hooker
Andy Jenkins
Debbie Simon

25 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.

26 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
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The minutes of the meeting held on 13 February were agreed as a correct record and
signed by the Chair.

27  WORK PROGRAMME

The Work Programme for the remainder of the 2017/18 academic year was noted.

28 ALTERNATIVE PROVISION UPDATE

John Dexter, Director of Education, gave a verbal update on Alternative Provision
(AP) arrangements highlighting the following:

(a) a Service Level Agreement on AP arrangements has now been sent to all
secondary schools with a deadline to respond of next week;

(b) a number of Academy Trusts held concerns about the plans for AP and have
been visited for reassurance;

(c) a joint bid has been submitted with Derby City Council for funding from the
Strategic School Improvement Fund (SSIF). This will be considered by the
Regional Schools Commissioner and the Department for Education;

(d) there still remains some concern about the number and quality of AP placements
available in the city, and various Trusts are looking to see what they can provide;

(e) administration of Fair Access and managed moves has moved back from NSCEP
to Nottingham City Council. The same staff remain for continuity.

RESOLVED to thank John for the information provided.

29 PUPIL GROWTH CONTINGENCY FUND - CRITERIA SETTING

Lucy Juby, Project Manager, School Organisation, introduced the report updating the
Forum on the Sub-Group’s recommendations for the principles and criteria under
which funding can be allocated to maintained schools and academies in 2018/19:

(a) the representative Sub-Group was established to undertake a review of both the
existing Pupil Growth Contingency Funding (PGCF) model for primary schools
and the required model for secondary school pupil growth;

(b) significant pupil growth due to a growth in birth rate and new arrivals in the city is
now impacting on the secondary sector so an appropriate funding model is
required to support expansion;

(c) the criteria for the PGCF in the primary sector was also reviewed by the Sub-
Group. This has largely remained the same except that funding for any utilities
and teaching assistants will be allocated based on a case by case basis, rather
than assumed to be required;

(d) the primary expansion programme is now largely complete, with the majority of
applicants receiving an offer at their first or second preference school at first
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admission;

(e) for secondary expansions, funding will be allocated to schools who are increasing
their intake by a minimum of one full class, and where growth is in agreement with
the School Organisation Team;

(f) for each additional class, one teacher will be funded along with deprivation
funding based on the school’s proportion of pupils eligible for the Free School
Meals, FSM6 and IDACI band factors. Classroom setup costs may be funded
dependent on individual circumstances. If there is already existing resourced
space or surplus capacity at the school it will not be funded. If a school takes
more than one additional class this will be funded on a sliding scale;

(g) from April 2018, any academy that chooses to reduce its admission number
against the wishes of the Local Authority will not receive PGCF for any
subsequent increases;

The following points were raised during the discussion which followed:

(h) good and outstanding schools will be prioritised for expansions to ensure quality
of provision;

(i) capacity at primary schools will continue to be monitored although the main
expansion programme is now largely complete with the final two permanent
expansions underway. Schools will be approached individually if there is pressure
in future;

() distances that pupils will need to travel to school will be taken into account when
expanding schools, with the aim to be providing places in suitable locations.
Changes of catchment areas has been considered but this is more complex with
secondary schools as their admissions criteria varies and some do not have
catchment areas;

(k) a number of schools and academies have already come forward with interest in
expanding, including Fernwood School which has been successful in its funding
bid from the Education Funding Agency, pending consultation.

RESOLVED to

(1) approve the proposed conditions, criteria and methodology under which
funding can be allocated to secondary schools during 2018/19 as
recommended by the Schools Forum Sub-Group and detailed in Appendix 1
of the report;

(2) approve that the existing criteria for pupil growth in primary schools will
continue, subject to schools satisfying the conditions detailed in Appendix
2 of the report;

(3) note a termly update report will continue to be submitted to Schools Forum
outlining how the funding has been allocated, to ensure a transparent and
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consistent process;
(4) note Schools Forum will be consulted again on the approach and criteria for

funding secondary growth from the financial year 2019/20 onwards, once
updated guidance is received from the ESFA.

The Vice-Chair informed the Forum that Alistair Conquer is retiring prior to the next
meeting, and thanked him for his work supporting the Forum over the years.



